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Registration for 2021-2022 School Year: We’re getting ready to prepare for the next school year already! Registration for students entering pre-primary, primary, or any other grade in September 2021 is being held during the month of February.  This year, due to COVID-19 restrictions, there is no in-person registration at the school.  The registration process must be completed online.  Registration is only required if:

· You are new to Halifax Regional Centre for Education (HRCE)

· You child is beginning school in pre-primary or primary.  Note: If your child is already enrolled in our Pre-Primary program they are already registered.  It is not necessary to re-register for primary. 
· You have moved and will be attending a new school in HRCE.

· The electronic registration form is located on our school website (www.pws.hrce.ca) Look for the orange STUDENT REGISTRATION box near to the top of the homepage.  Complete all sections of the registration form and email it to blanders@hrce.ca
· The following documents are also required to complete registration at Park West School (include in email with completed registration form):

1. Date of Birth
·  Canadian birth certificate, Canadian passport, or adoption papers

·  If the student is considered International/Immigration, the following documents will also be required: proof of   medical insurance, study or work permit, permanent residence card (children and parents)

2. Proof of Address
· Copy of Revenue Canada document (egs. Notice of Assessment, Notice of Child Tax Benefit, Notice of Social Assistance)

                    OR
· Copies of (any two / names and addresses on both documents submitted must be identical):  Power bill; Water bill; Property tax assessment; Home owner or rental insurance
3. Other

· Copy of Nova Scotia Health card 
· New primary students must be five years old on or before December 31, 2021, and live within our school boundaries.  New pre-primary students must be four years old on or before December 31, 2021, and live within our school boundaries.
· Once your completed registration form and supporting documents have been reviewed and approved, we will send you a verification that registration has been processed and completed.  A student is not considered registered until you have received a verification. 
· Please pass the word around the PWS community so everyone gets registered on time. Our staffing allotment for the 2021-22 school year depends on the number of students registered.

· PLEASE NOTE: only students who live within the Park West School boundaries are eligible to attend this school. As our school and class sizes continue to grow we will be monitoring this situation VERY carefully. If any of our students are found to be living outside our boundaries it will be necessary for them to leave Park West and register at the school serving the neighbourhood in which they live.  
· You are strongly encouraged to complete the SELF-IDENTIFICATION section of the registration form (if you have not already done so).  This information enables the Department of Education (EECD) and the Halifax Regional Centre for Education (HRCE) to have a greater awareness of the diversity of the student population and the communities served in order to better meet the educational needs of all students. 
· Early French Immersion it not available at PWS.  The nearest school offering early French Immersion is Rockingham School.  It’s also available at many other elementary schools in HRCE.  You must access the out-of-area process to apply for French Immersion at your chosen school.  
· If you require assistance completing the registration form or do not have access to email, please contact a Parent Navigator for assistance:  Stephen Somers > 902-219-0587 or ssomers@hrce.ca
· A school registration YouTube video, produced by HRCE, may help you with the registration process:  https://youtube/MJnP3iaJve8
Valentines Cards:  Due to COVD-19 protocols and restrictions our students will not be exchanging Valentine cards this year at school.  Thank you for your understanding. 
Practicing to be Safe:  The safety and security of our students and staff is a top priority for Park West School and HRCE. In recent years we have been implementing a number of measures as part of a comprehensive plan aimed at ensuring our school remains a safe place.  One of the procedures schools have been employing is a lock down drill. During a lock down regular school operations are suspended.  All exterior doors are locked, and no one is permitted to enter or leave the building.  Classroom doors are secured, and teachers and students remain out-of-sight inside classrooms until instructed by school administration to resume their activities. Students are isolated within the school when circumstances make it safer to stay in the classroom rather than evacuate the building. Just as we prepare our students to properly respond to a fire drill, they also need to be aware of the proper response during a lock down drill. Another drill we practice is hold & secure.  During a hold & secure situation all exterior doors to our facility are locked; no one is permitted to enter or exit.  Our regular routine continues within classrooms.  This type of drill is initiated if there is a safety concern for our students within our school (e.g. in the hallways) or school neighbourhood.  These drills should be treated with the same level of importance as fire drills. School staff will be discussing the importance of these procedures with students prior to running the drills. We will also take time after the drills to remind them that it was only a practice and there was no danger.  Please take the time to speak with your son/daughter about these procedures and reinforce their importance. We practice these drills to ensure our school remains a safe place for teaching and learning.  A lock down drill will be held at Park West School during the week of February 8 – 12.  
Please Be On Time for School:   Too many of our students are arriving late for school, both in the morning and at the end of the lunch period.  Some of those students are repeat offenders day-after-day.   When students arrive late for school they are disrupting school and classroom routines, missing out on receiving classroom instruction and important information.  Arriving on time allows them the opportunity to prepare for learning (getting their materials organized, removing outdoor wear, going to lockers, etc.).  Entrance bells ring at 8:25 am and at the end of lunch periods (i.e. 12:35 pm and 1:35 pm).  Students should be on school grounds and ready to enter the building at those times.  We are striving to teach our students the value of time management, punctuality, respect for others, and good citizenship.  We are preparing them for life.  Successful people are on time and value punctuality.  Successful students are on time for school.  We appreciate parents’ support to ensure our students are here on time.  
Safe Arrival:  Our Safe Arrival phone number is 902-457-7800 (extension 1). Call this number anytime (it’s operational 24 hours a day) if your son or daughter will be absent from school (for part day, full day, or more than one day). You will be requested to leave the name of your child, his or her class, and the date(s) and time(s) of the absence, and the reason for the absence in voice-mail. This program is operated by the school for the safety of our students. If your child is absent, and we receive a message from you informing us of the absence, we know your child is safe and accounted for. Please call the Safe Arrival line rather than the school office, or other school personnel, to leave absentee information.

African Heritage Month Quiz:  Park West School is proud to have five students participating in this year's African Heritage Month Quiz.  They are:  Enoch Shogbamu (gr. 9); Mario Rao (gr. 8); Ricky Mutinda (gr. 8); Sahara Nyathi (gr. 7); Isaac Muindi (gr. 7).  It’s our “Dream Team”.  Their coaches are Claire Leger (from the Keshen Goodman Library) and Angelina Rao (our African Nova Scotian Student Support Worker). They are working with our team members to help prepare them for the quiz.  They will be competing against 14 other HRCE junior high schools. The Quiz began in the early 1990s as a partnership between the Cultural Awareness Youth Group and the Halifax Library's North Branch. Over the years it has evolved to include junior high school students of African descent across the municipality. 2021 will be the biggest quiz event ever, with 15 schools participating.  The purpose of the Quiz is to provide students with an opportunity to showcase their knowledge of Black history and culture, while having fun. This takes the shape of a lively and informative question and answer  virtual/online game show (via Kahoot) in which school teams compete in a series of preliminary, semi-final and final matches.The students use a comprehensive study guide to prepare for the Quiz. It contains guidelines and tips, lists of resources to study, and sample questions.  The study guide resources include information on the following:  African NS Leaders; African NS in the Arts; African NS Athletes; African NS Stories in Film; Popular Black Music of the Past 3 Years.  PWS wishes our team all the best.  May all their efforts yield a positive outcome. We have an incredibly strong and dedicated team; making us confident they will perform remarkably well.  Let’s go Park West School!!!
February is African Heritage Month:  Every year, for the month of February, Canadians are invited to participate in Black History / African Heritage Month festivities and events that honour the legacy of Canadians of African and Caribbean descent, past and present.  Canadians take this time to celebrate the many achievements and contributions of black Canadians who, throughout history, have done so much to make Canada the culturally diverse, compassionate and prosperous nation it is today. During African Heritage Month (as it is called in Nova Scotia), Canadians can gain insight into the experiences of black Canadians and their vital role in the community.  2021 marks the 25th anniversary since Black History Month was first officially celebrated by the Government of Canada.   The month-long celebration was formally recognized following a motion introduced in the House of Commons in December 1995 by the first black Canadian woman elected to Parliament, the Honourable Jean Augustine.  The motion was carried unanimously by the House of Commons in December 1995 and the Government of Canada officially celebrated Black History Month for the first time in 1996.  In honour of this 25th anniversary, the Government of Canada is recognizing this important milestone through its events and promotional materials, including its educational poster.  African Heritage Month will highlight key milestones and courageous accomplishments of those who helped shape Canada’s history.  We recognize contributions and moments from early settlement, the abolition of slavery, the Underground Railroad, icons such as Viola Desmond, and notable black Canadians in all fields (including education, healthcare, inventions, science, academics, law and justice, civil and human rights, sports, entertainment, art, literature, politics, the military) who have played defining roles in Canada’s history.   More information is available on our school website:  www.pws.hrce.ca  Lots will happening at our school and in our classrooms this month to honour and celebrate Canadians of African descent.  Our students (in grades primary to 9) will learn and discover so much about African Nova Scotian/Canadian contributions to the rich diversity of our province, country, and world.  

